FINAL ABSORPTION IN JAGANNATH

expressions of His Divinity. The Master had already been
without any egoistic consciousness and had surrendered
his entire being to the Lord. He had therefore no anxiety
on the score of the difficulties which the Lord in His
sportive spirit put in the way of the continuous flow of his
charity. But his disciples had to strain every nerve in the
service of their Master.

The demands went on increasing, but the purse fell
short. The Master could not think of closing the doors.
!      The disciples were ready to undergo all sorts of hardship
for the sake of the Master. None of them kept possession
of more than one piece of rag to put on, and with regard
to food they were satisfied with whatever was left after
meeting the demands. The Master's charity was not
confined only to those who personally came to the Asrama
for help. Off and on he felt called upon to go to this
or that temple, to this or that Math or Asrama or Akhara,
to this or that congregation of Sadhus or Brahmanas or
Vairagis, for the distribution of the favours of the Lord
in the shape of coins or clothes or articles of food. The
shortness of funds did not impose any restriction upon
his charity, nor did it give rise to any prudential
consideration in his mind. He was merely the Lord's
servant and must carry out the Lord's wishes, as they
were revealed to him.

The disciples tried their utmost to keep pace with the
Guru's requirements. Some of the disciples appeared to
have been charged with special spiritual fervour and
supernormal energy for the successful execution of the
Lord's orders. Several traders and monied men felt an
inspiration to come forward of their own accord to advance
money and commodities as loans to them without any
consideration as to whether they would at any time be
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